
Mansfield outside hitter Hilla-
ry Briscoe has never been to the
playoffs. Senior Darby Devine’s
only postseason experience comes
from a state title in basketball. In
fact, no member of the Mansfield
volleyball team has seen the play-
offs in that sport.

That could change this year.
Mansfield, DeSoto and Cedar Hill
could reap the biggest benefits
from realignment this season. All
three teams escaped the path of
the Arlington schools, perennial
powers on the state volleyball
scene.

Mansfield was a regular in the
postseason before adding Arling-
ton, Martin and Lamar to its dis-
trict schedule four years ago. Ce-
dar Hill understands that
situation as well as anyone. 

Before moving up to Class 5A
two years ago, it was locked in with
Waxahachie and 4A power Red
Oak.

“When you look at that, you
have to be pleased to have some
new opponents,” Cedar Hill coach
Monica Meyers said. “You have
something to look forward to oth-

er than just third place.”
Cedar Hill’s district is one of

several that should be worth
watching this season thanks to re-
alignment. 

Here’s a look at a few:
District 4-5A: There will be

plenty of competition for the top
three spots.

Weatherford, Burleson and
Duncanville made the playoffs a
year ago. 

Mansfield, Cedar Hill and De-
Soto are out from under the shad-
ows of the Arlington powers.

District 7-5A: Southlake Car-
roll, which thrived in Class 4A, will
take on perennial contenders at
the 5A level.

Coppell is a mainstay in the
postseason, and Flower Mound
Marcus maintains one of the most
powerful programs in the area. 

District 6-4A: Five teams from
this district made the playoffs last
season, including Frisco and Azle.
Frisco won its league title outright,
while Azle tied for the district
championship. 

Denton Ryan, ranked No. 7 in
the state, adds another contender
to the mix.

Briefly…
Colleyville Heritage setter Ash-

ley Wagner recorded her 1,000th
career assist during Friday night’s
victory against Plano. … Corsicana
coach Beverly Back enters Friday
night’s match at Waxahachie with
299 career victories.

E-mail tschultz@dallasnews.com

Mansfield taking
a shot at playoffs

By TRACY SCHULTZ
Staff Writer PLAYER OF THE

WEEK
Name: Anna Vaughn
School: Southlake Carroll
Year: Senior

Achievement:
Recorded nine
kills and 12
blocks
Saturday to
lead
Southlake
Carroll over
Red Oak in the

Arlington Invitational
Championship. The effort earned
Vaughn tournament MVP honors.

VOLLEYBALL 
UPDATE
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PRCA/WPRA
Through Sunday

ALL AROUND
1. Jesse Bail, Camp Crook, S.D...................... $178,667
2. Cash Myers, Athens, Texas ....................... $156,988
3. Trevor J Brazile, Anson, Texas ................... $140,445
4. Rich Skelton, Llano, Texas......................... $109,347
5. Joe A Beaver, Huntsville, Texas ................... $95,823

BAREBACK 
1. Bobby A Mote, Redmond, Ore. ..................... $72,653
2. Scott Montague, Fruitdale, S.D. .................... $66,844
3. Jared Lavergne, Ville Platte, La. ................... $66,546
4. Wes R Stevenson, Kaufman, Texas .............. $65,188
5. Forest Bramwell, Pagosa Springs, Colo......... $64,661

STEER WRESTLING
1. Cash Myers, Athens, Texas ......................... $81,648
2. Joey Bell Jr, Salem, N.J. .............................. $81,593
3. Bill Pace, Stephenville, Texas....................... $81,000
4. Rod Lyman, Victor, Mont.............................. $72,060
5. Sid A Steiner, Bastrop, Texas ....................... $70,193

TEAM ROPING (HEADERS)
1. Speed Williams, Jacksonville, Fla. .............. $103,507
2. Kevin Stewart, Glen Rose, Texas.................. $64,212
3. Joe A Beaver, Huntsville, Texas ................... $63,879
4. Matt Tyler, Weatherford, Texas..................... $59,939
5. Jake Barnes, Cave Creek, Ariz. .................... $59,816

TEAM ROPING (HEELERS)
1. Rich Skelton, Llano, Texas......................... $103,862
2. Martin M Lucero, Stephenville, Texas............ $65,148
3. Wayne Folmer, El Paso ............................... $60,941
4. Brad Culpepper, Ashburn, Ga....................... $59,996
5. Clay O’Brien Cooper, Glen Rose, Texas ........ $58,253

SADDLE BRONC 
1. Dan Mortensen, Billings, Mont. ................... $143,581
2. Jesse Bail, Camp Crook, S.D...................... $105,438
3. Glen E O’Neill, Didsbury, Alberta .................. $99,121
4. Rod Hay, Wildwood, Alberta......................... $89,125
5. Tom Z Reeves, Eagle Butte, S.D. .................. $86,612

CALF ROPING
1. Fred Whitfield, Hockley, Texas ................... $128,438
2. Blair D Burk, Durant, Okla. ......................... $127,513
3. Trevor J Brazile, Anson, Texas ..................... $86,664
4. Houston Hutto, Del Rio, Texas...................... $81,684
5. Brent A Lewis, Pinon, N.M............................ $81,544

BARREL RACING
1. Charmayne James, Athens, Texas ............... $87,636
2. Tammy Key, Ledbetter, Texas...................... $75,515
3. Rachael Sproul, Arlee, Mont......................... $61,421
4. Molly Powell, Sims, Mont. ............................ $55,611
5. Tami Fontenot, Ethel, La. ............................. $55,387

BULL RIDING
1. Jesse Bail, Camp Crook, S.D........................ $73,229
2. Jason Legler, Eaton, Colo. ........................... $66,189
3. Cody Hancock, Taylor, Ariz. ......................... $62,839
4. Vince Stanton, Weiser, Idaho ....................... $61,832
5. Zack Brown, Yorba Linda, Calif. .................... $57,501

STEER ROPING
1. Buster Record Jr, Buffalo, Okla..................... $42,129
2. Guy Allen, Santa Anna, Texas ...................... $40,691
3. Trevor J Brazile, Anson, Texas ..................... $29,567
4. Jason Evans, Huntsville, Texas .................... $29,271
5. Scott Snedecor, Uvalde, Texas .................... $26,336

WRANGLER TOUR
Standings after nine of the 10 rodeos on the tour. Top 12
in seven events qualify for the $750,000 U.S. Smokeless
Tobacco Co. Finale (Texas Stampede) at American Air-
lines Center in Dallas on Oct. 24-27.

BAREBACK
1. Will Lowe, Vernon, Texas ..................................53.0
2. Wes Stevenson, Kaufman, Texas.......................46.0
3. Jared Lavergne, Ville Platte, La. .........................39.0
4. Scott Drennan, Buffalo, Texas............................36.5
5. Bobby Mote, Redmond, Ore...............................35.5

STEER WRESTLING
1. Birch Negaard, Buffalo, S.D. ..............................38.5
2. Luke Branquinho, Los Alamos, Calif....................34.5
3. K.C. Jones, Las Animas, N.M. ............................28.5
4. Bill Pace, Stephenville, Texas ............................27.6
5. Lee Graves, Calgary, Alberta .............................24.5

TEAM ROPING (HEADERS)
1. Tommy Edens, Cedar Hill, Texas........................38.0
1. Travis Tryan, Billings, Mont. ...............................38.0
3. Frank Graves, Poplarville, Miss. .........................32.5
4. Jason Handy, Billings, Mont. ..............................30.0
5. Wade Wheatley, Hughson, Calif. ........................29.0

TEAM ROPING (HEELERS)
1. Coby Jones, Gatesville, Texas ...........................38.0
1. Matt Zancanella, Aurora, S.D. ............................38.0
3. Monty Joe Petska, Turlock, Calif. ........................32.5
4. Clint Harry, Monroe, Wash. ................................30.0
5. Kyle Lockett, Ivanhoe, Calif. ...............................29.0

SADDLE BRONC
1. Glen O’Neill, Didsbury, Alberta ...........................40.5
2. Rance Bray, Dumas, Texas ...............................39.5
3. Scott Johnston, Gustine, Texas ..........................38.5
4. Dan Mortensen, Billings, Mont. ...........................34.5
5. Rod Warren, Big Valley, Alberta .........................34.0

CALF ROPING
1. Houston Hutto, Del Rio, Texas ...........................46.0
2. Trevor Brazile, Anson, Texas .............................40.0
3. Fred Whitfield, Hockley, Texas ...........................39.5
4. Matt Shiozawa, Pocatello, Idaho.........................32.5
5. Blair Burk, Durant, Okla. ....................................29.0

BARREL RACING
1. Charmayne James, Athens, Texas .....................42.0
2. Tammy Key, Ledbetter, Texas............................31.5
3. Ruth Haislip, Acampo, Calif................................31.0
4. Kelly Kaminski, Bellville, Texas...........................28.0
5. Julianne Wall, Blackfoot, Idaho...........................27.0

BULL RIDING
1. Jesse Bail, Camp Crook, S.D. ............................45.0
2. Blue Stone, Ogden, Utah ...................................40.0
3. B.J. Schumacher, Hillsboro, Wis.........................39.0
4. Zack Brown, Yorba Linda, Calif...........................30.5
5. Beau Hill, West Glacier, Mont. ............................28.5

PBR LEADERS
BUD LIGHT CUP POINTS

1. Ednei Caminhas, Sao Paulo, Brazil ................8,286.5
2. Ross Coleman, Redmond, Ore. .....................6,934.5
3. Jim Sharp, Stephenville, Texas......................6,497.5
4. Justin McBride, Elk City, Okla. .......................5,696.5
5. Adriano Moraes, Sao Paulo, Brazil .................5,166.0

MONEY LEADERS
1. Jim Sharp, Stephenville, Texas ...................$245,719
2. Mike White, DeKalb, Texas.........................$191,803
3. Adriano Moraes, Sao Paulo, Brazil ..............$176,212
4. Ross Coleman, Redmond, Ore. ..................$144,405
5. Ednei Caminhas, Sao Paulo, Brazil .............$132,045

RODEO LEADERS

SATURDAY
PBR Bullnanza, 6 p.m., TNN

MONDAY
Mesquite Championship Rodeo, 7 p.m., FSN

TUESDAY
Roughstock Challenge, 3 p.m., FSN

ON TV

R ookie sensation Will Lowe
is hotter than a steel mill
furnace these days.

The 19-year-old bareback rider,
who lives in Vernon, Texas, has
made the summer Wrangler Pro-
Rodeo tour his very own play-
ground. It’s almost as if everyone
else is battling for second place.

Lowe has won four of the nine
tour stops, and is well on his way to
the $750,000 Texas Stampede,
the tour’s finale at Dallas’ Ameri-
can Airlines Center Oct. 24-27.

It all started
with a victory in
Reno, Nev., in
late June. He
added titles at
Lawton, Okla.,
Caldwell, Idaho,
and Ellensburg,
Wash. He leads
the tour stand-
ings with 53

points and ranks seventh in the
world money standings.

Lowe might even have picked
up his fifth tour title last weekend
at Puyallup, Wash., if his horse had
worked out. He will try again this
weekend at the tour’s final rodeo
in Pendleton, Ore.

The horse he had drawn in
Puyallup was injured, and Lowe
said the replacement horse was
not up to championship quality.

“My friends told me that it was
hard to earn points on the horse,”
he said. “So I decided to just turn
him out. If I was fighting for points
to make the finale, I might have
tried it.”

Other than that minor blip on
the horizon, everything has
worked out great for the young
rider, who grew up in Olathe, Kan.

“It’s been a blast,” he said. “I’ve
been real lucky. It seems like I
draw one good horse, and the next
one is better than the one I drew
before.”

Lowe’s sizzling rookie season
comes as no surprise to Bobby
Scott, Lowe’s rodeo coach at Ver-
non College.

“I’ve been coaching for 19
years,” he said, “and I have yet to
see someone with that much tal-
ent. He could be the world cham-
pion this year. He’s that good.”

Lowe said making the summer
finals became his goal after he

barely missed qualifying for the
winter finals in Las Vegas in June.

Lowe flew back to Texas to
compete in a regional collegiate
rodeo, then missed his flight back
to Clovis, Calif., for the final event
on the winter tour in late May. In
the process, he passed up a chance
to qualify for the $470,000 event
at the MGM Grand by 1.5 points.

Now he’s ready for the summer

finals.
“I’m really excited about going

to Dallas,” he said. “I’m looking
forward to getting on some of the
best horses in rodeo.”

Although most of his peers al-
ready regard him as one of the top
young bareback riders going down
the road, Lowe says he is constant-
ly trying to be better. He said he es-
pecially studies former world
champion Clint Corey’s style.

“He’s built a lot like me; he’s
shorter and not real long legged,”
said Lowe, who is 5-6, 140 pounds.
“But really I look up to a lot of the
great bareback riders. Bruce Ford,
Larry Sandvick, Mark and Marvin
Garrett. I try to learn something
from everybody.”

Obviously, he’s doing a good
job of that. As for now, he is burn-
ing up the field.

Troy Dunn wins
PBR Reno event

Just a few days ago, Troy
Dunn, an Australian native from
Sarina, Queensland, was Down
Under. Now Dunn is on top.

The Professional Bull Riders’
1998 world champion traveled
from Australia to compete in Bull-
nanza-Reno, a PBR Bud Light
Cup event. And what a successful
event it turned out to be.

Dunn rode three bulls for 265.5
points over the weekend to cap-
ture the event title and a $59,209
paycheck. The hefty payday in-
cludes the $35,000 Ford Moment
of Truth bonus, which Dunn
earned by maintaining the lead he
held going into the final round.

“This is unreal,” Dunn said af-
ter sealing his overall victory with
87.5 points on Double J Rodeo’s
Simply Irresistible in the final
round. “I didn’t know if I had a
chance. It’s hard not being used to
bulls over here [in the U.S.] and
not seeing them on a regular basis.
I’m just happy it worked out.”

MICHAEL AINSWORTH/Staff Photographer

Will Lowe, a bareback rider from Vernon, Texas, has won four of nine summer tour events.
His sights are trained on next month’s $750,000 Texas Stampede at American Airlines Center. 

Rookie riding on wild side
19-year-old having time
of life in first Wrangler

ProRodeo season 

ED KNOCKE

RODEO
eknocke@dallasnews.com

Will Lowe

CALENDAR
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 12-14 — West Texas
State Fair and Rodeo, Taylor County Expo Center,
Abilene, Texas. 7:30 p.m. 915-677-4376.
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 12-14 — Pendleton
Round-Up (summer tour), Round-Up Grounds, Pen-
dleton, Ore. 541-276-2553.
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 13-14 — Mesquite
Championship Rodeo, Resistol Arena, Mesquite, 8
p.m. Reserved grandstand, $5-$12. Reserved box,
$14-$30. 972-285-8777. www.mesquiterodeo.com.
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 13-14 — Stockyards
Championship Rodeo, Cowtown Coliseum, Fort
Worth, 8 p.m. Adults, $8.50. Under 12, $5. Reserved
box seats, $12. VIP club seating, $10. 817-625-1025
and www.cowtowncoliseum.com.
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 13-14 — Corsicana Fire-
fighters PRCA Rodeo, Expo Center, Corsicana, Tex-
as. 7:30 p.m. 979-822-4423.
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, Sept. 13-14 — Professional
Bull Riders Bud Light Cup, Laughlin Fairgrounds,
Laughlin, Nev.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, Sept. 13-15 — North Texas High
School Rodeo Association, NTHSRA Arena, Sagi-
naw, Texas. $3. Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 7 p.m.;
Sunday, 2 p.m. 817-232-2855.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, Sept. 13-15 — Kowbell Indoor Ro-
deo, Mansfield, 8 p.m. Saturday: Adults, $6. 12 and
under, $3. Sunday: Adults, $5. 12 and under, $3. 817-
477-3092.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, Sept. 13-15 — Montgomery Coun-
ty Charity Rodeo, Lone Star Expo, Conroe, Texas.
Friday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 936-
760-1666.

Selected by Staff Writer Tracy Schultz in consultation
with coaches and other reporters.

CLASS 5A
Rk.. Team Record

1. Arlington Martin ..............................................20-3
2. Arlington........................................................17-5
3. Allen .............................................................16-5
4. Arlington Lamar..............................................19-5
5. Colleyville Heritage.........................................11-2
6. Coppell..........................................................15-2
7. Grapevine......................................................14-4
8. Flower Mound ................................................14-5
9. Cedar Hill.......................................................12-4

10. Southlake Carroll ............................................15-8

CLASS 4A/OTHERS
Rk. Team Record

1. Red Oak ........................................................23-2
2. Highland Park ................................................16-3
3. Cleburne .......................................................15-6
4. Denton Ryan..................................................17-5
5. Stephenville ...................................................14-7
6. Hebron ..........................................................18-4
7. Birdville ...........................................................8-7
8. Greenhill ......................................................12-12
9. Richardson Pearce...........................................7-8

10. Waxahachie...................................................13-5

LEADERS
KILLS

Player, Team Games No. Avg.
Laurie Burrows, Red Oak 52 256 4.9
Ambra Hayes, Arl. Sam Houston 43 213 4.9
Rachel Talley, Rich. Berkner 47 209 4.4
Megan Grubb, Lighthouse Chr. 44 190 4.3
Catherine Collins, Highland Park 36 139 3.9
Penny Wascovich, Cedar Hill 47 187 3.9
Leslie Wilson, Weatherford 37 145 3.9
Kellie Fletcher, Red Oak 52 197 3.8
Rachel Altman, Rich. Pearce 36 134 3.7
Autumn Erickson, Greenhill 49 185 3.7
Laura Rudolph, Gar. Naaman Forest 23 85 3.7

BLOCKS
Player, Team Games No. Avg.
Megan Grubb, Lighthouse Chr. 44 168 3.8
Shakira Wells, Lighthouse Chr. 44 154 3.5
Zuela Adom, Euless Trinity 44 104 2.4
Megan Gallagher, Highland Park 36 75 2.1
Ashton Benford, Waxahachie 28 56 2.0

DIGS
Player, Team Games No. Avg.
Rachel Altman, Rich. Pearce 36 151 4.2
Jordan Jones, Weatherford 36 131 3.6
Jessica Nare, Cleburne 44 158 3.5
Kim Briant, Greenhill 51 176 3.4
Rachel Talley, Rich. Berkner 47 159 3.4
Robin Burgess, Cleburne 44 144 3.2
Catherine Collins, Highland Park 36 113 3.1
Leslie Wilson, Weatherford 37 112 3.0

ASSISTS
Player, Team Games No. Avg.
Emily Ziegler, Highland Park 36 438 12.2
Amber Lohrman, Red Oak 50 587 11.7
Chelsea Ginn, Cleburne 44 431 9.8
Amanda Smith, Greenhill 51 500 9.8
Stephanie Daugherty, Arl. S. Houston 43 412 9.5
Bonnie Proccacini, Crandall 33 193 8.7

ACES
Player, Team Games No. Avg.
Lindsey Richardson, Lighthouse Chr. 44 145 3.3
JJ Jones, Allen 61 33 1.3
Emily Ziegler, Highland Park 36 48 1.3
Catherine Collins, Highland Park 36 36 1.0
Antrece Simmons, Arl. S. Houston 43 39 0.9
Leslie Wilson, Weatherford 37 36 0.9
Brittany Ginn, Cleburne 44 36 0.8
Abby Littleton, Rich. Pearce 36 28 0.7
Jessica Nare, Cleburne 44 31 0.7
Becky Wells, Weatherford 38 29 0.7

THE NEWS’
RANKINGS


